Module 6: the clause
THE ADVERB CLAUSE
	6e
An adverb clause is a subordinate clause that modifies a verb, an adjective or another adverb.
Like an adverb or an adverb phrase, an adverb clause may modify a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. Unlike an adverb phrase, an adverb clause contains a verb and its subject.

adverb
Once, Carl appeared in a movie.

adverb phrase
As a young boy, Carl appeared in a movie. [does not have a verb and its subject]

adverb clause
When Carl was younger, he appeared in a movie. [does have a verb and its subject]

An adverb clause answers one of the following questions: How? When? Where? Why? To what extent? How much? How long? or Under what conditions?
examples
This statue looks as if it were alive. [The adverb clause tells how the statue looks.]


Before you go, look at this mobile. [The adverb clause tells when to look.]


The artist collected shells wherever she traveled. [The adverb clause tells where she collected shells.]


Because maple is a light wood, it goes well with ebony. [The adverb clause tells why maple goes well with ebony.]


We can see the whole exhibit if we stay until five. [The adverb clause tells under what conditions we can see the whole exhibit.]

Notice in these examples that adverb clauses may be placed in various positions in sentences. When an adverb clause comes at the beginning of a sentence, it is usually followed by a comma.

	Adverb clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions.

Common Subordinating Conjunctions
after

as soon as

in order that

until

although

as though

since

when

as

because

so that

whenever

as if

before

than

where

as long as

how

though

wherever

NOTE
Some subordinating conjunctions, such as after, as, before, since, and until, may also be used as prepositions.


EXERCISE 6  Identifying Adverb Clauses Underline the adverb clause in each of the sentences below.

ex.
1.
When I read about astronomy, I get excited.

1.
Since I was in the first grade, I have been interested in space.

2.
I read as much as I can about the planets.

3.
I learned an interesting fact while I was reading about Pluto, a dwarf planet.

4.
Before astronomers discovered Pluto’s moon in 1978, they had not known the planet’s size.

5.
Although Pluto is tiny, it has three moons.

6.
Because Pluto is small, it has little gravitational pull on its neighbors, Uranus and Neptune.

7.
Scientists know more about Pluto’s surface because scientists have used the Hubble Space Telescope to observe it.

8.
However, Neptune and Uranus wobble in orbit as if some other small planet were nearby.

9.
Unless scientists develop stronger telescopes, most people may never see this planet.

  10.
When the New Horizons space craft flew near Pluto, astronomers learned more interesting facts about the dwarf planet.
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