MODULE 8: AGREEMENT
AGREEMENT OF SUBJECT AND VERB
	Number is the form of a word that indicates whether the word is singular or plural.

8a
When a word refers to one person, place, thing, or idea, it is singular in number. When a word refers to more than one, it is plural in number.
8b
A verb agrees with its subject in number.
Two words agree when they have the same number. The number of a verb must always agree with the number of its subject.

(1) Singular subjects take singular verbs.
example
The flag flies on holidays. [The singular verb flies agrees with the singular subject flag.]

(2) Plural subjects take plural verbs.
example
Some trees change color in the fall. [The plural verb change agrees with the plural subject trees.]

When a sentence contains a verb phrase, the first helping verb in the verb phrase agrees with the subject.

examples
The turtle is racing.
The flight has been postponed.


The turtles are racing.
The flights have been postponed.


EXERCISE 1
Recognizing Words as Singular or Plural

On the line before each of the following sentences, classify each italicized word by writing sing. for singular or pl. for plural.

ex.
sing. 
1.
Our library offers a huge selection of fiction.

_____
1.
Invented by an American minister in 1869, rickshaws now are banned in many Asian cities.

_____
2.
In the summer, the sun rises too early for me.
_____
3.
Inés spends her summer vacations on the Greek island of Aegina.

_____
4.
The musicians brought their own music to the tryouts.

_____
5.
The average porcupine has more than thirty thousand quills.

EXERCISE 2
Identifying Verbs That Agree in Number with Their Subjects

For each sentence below, underline the subject of the sentence and the form of the verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

ex.
1.
The clouds (fill, fills) the sky.

1.
It is amazing that oysters (create, creates) beautiful pearls.

2.
They (join, joins) the choir for the holiday pageant.

3.
In the spring, trees (sprout, sprouts) leaves quickly when it rains.

4.
The Humane Society (has, have) worked for decades to protect animals.
5.
Some canned foods (contain, contains) no salt.

6
Every morning my little brother (ask, asks) for oatmeal.

7.
In India, they (serve, serves) chicken biriyani on special occasions.

8.
I (like, likes) fish for lunch.

9.
You (is, are) what you eat.

º 10.
Alicia’s missing hamster (run, runs) out of the closet.

º 11.
Eric (make, makes) a delicious salad with spinach and apples.

º 12.
Tomorrow’s championship game (has, have) been rescheduled.

º 13.
Each volunteer (promise, promises) six hours of service.

º 14.
Concerned parents (is, are) encouraging their children to wear sunscreen.

º 15.
The candles (glow, glows) brightly in the darkened room.
	8c
The number of a subject is not changed by a phrase following the subject.
examples
The winner of those ribbons is the spaniel. [The verb is agrees with the subject winner.]


The seventh-grade teacher, along with a few of her students, walks to school. [The verb walks agrees with the subject teacher.]


Musicians from Peru and Ecuador have played in our auditorium. [The helping verb have agrees with the subject Musicians.]


EXERCISE 3
Identifying Verbs That Agree in Number with Their Subjects

In each of the following sentences, draw a line through the prepositional phrase or phrases between the subject and verb. Underline the subject. Then underline the verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

ex.
1.
The city of Amsterdam (has, have) almost ninety islands.

1.
Children from all over the neighborhood (wants, want) to attend the birthday party.

2.
The library near the White House (contains, contain) more than twenty million books.

3.
Derrick’s speech during the lunch period (was, were) heard down the hallway.

4.
The Statue of Liberty in Paris, like the one in New York City, (stands, stand) on an island.

5.
Loretta, along with her two friends, (eats, eat) tacos for lunch almost every day.

6.
Those books next to the window (needs, need) dusting.

7.
One of the wheels on my in-line skates (sticks, stick) when I skate.

8.
Sheila, but not her brother, (is, are) working tomorrow.

9.
The mountains in the distance (belongs, belong) to Italy.

º 10.
The gentleman with the red bow tie (looks, look) like my father.

EXERCISE 4
Proofreading Sentences for Subject-Verb Agreement

Most of the sentences below contain errors in subject-verb agreement. If a verb does not agree with the subject, write the correct form of the verb on the line before the sentence. Write C if a sentence is correct.

ex.
surrounds 
1.
A large sheet of ice surround the South Pole.

_______
1.
A continent of ancient forests are buried beneath the ice.

_______
2.
Killer whales, along with leopard seals, lives in the Antarctic.

_______
3.
The sea elephant, a good-natured creature, lie in the sun all day.

_______
4.
These giants of the South Pole weighs a couple of tons.

_______
5.
Sources of food are plentiful in the South Pole.

_______
6.
The sea around the icecap is rich in fish and shrimp.

_______
7.
Penguins at the South Pole lives in huge groups.

_______
8.
Penguins, with their black and white feathers, resemble men in tuxedos.

_______
9.
The killer whale, among the largest animals, grow to be as long as 
twenty-seven feet.

_______  10.
Many mysteries of the South Pole remains unsolved.
PAGE  
2
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
Module 8

