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A complex sentence has one independent clause and at least one subordinate clause.
Two kinds of subordinate clauses are adjective clauses and adverb clauses. Adjective clauses usually begin with relative pronouns, such as who, whose, which, and that. Adverb clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions, such as after, as, because, if, since, so that, and when.

examples
The student who designed the stage set is in my theater class. [complex sentence with an adjective clause]


Although Columbus made four trips to the Americas, he never set foot on the North American mainland. [complex sentence with an adverb clause]


If you want to make a tortilla, you need a very fine grade of cornmeal, which is called masa harina in Mexico. [complex sentence with an adverb clause and an adjective clause]


EXERCISE 7
Identifying Subordinate Clauses

Part A. Underline the subordinate clause in each of the following sentences. Then double underline the subordinating conjunction or the relative pronoun that begins the subordinate clause.

ex.
1.
The white oak is a valuable tree because its wood is used for floors and furniture.

1.
Native Americans who ate the acorns of the tree taught the European settlers about its importance as a food source.

2.
The white oak, which can grow to a height of one hundred feet, is the state tree of Connecticut.

3.
The people of the state chose the tree because it played an important role in the early history of the Connecticut colony.

4.
In 1662, Charles II, who was king of England, granted a charter to the colony.
5.
The charter that Charles II gave the colony served as the state’s constitution until 1818.

6.
Sir Edmund Andros, who was the governor of the Dominion of New England, tried to seize control of Connecticut.

7.
When he arrived in Connecticut in 1687, he demanded the charter.

8.
Since the colonists valued their freedom, they refused his demands.

9.
Settlers hid the charter in the trunk of a white oak, which is now called the Charter Oak.

10.
Although historians are not sure of all the facts, the story of the Charter Oak is always included in the history of Connecticut.

Part B. In the following sentences, underline each independent clause once and each subordinate clause twice.

ex.
1.
Tet, which is the Vietnamese New Year, is a time of family gatherings and great celebration.

1.
Jim Thorpe, who was a Native American, was one of the greatest athletes of all time.

2.
Before Isabel gave her story to the editor, she proofread it.

3.
As we watched the last few minutes of the game, the quarterback threw the ball down the field for a touchdown.

4.
Robert Moses was commissioner of New York parks when the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge was built.

5.
Because heavy winds whipped up the water in the bay, we headed for the harbor.

6.
My brother pointed the remote control at the television set while he switched from channel to channel.

7.
Although the grand piano was invented more than one hundred years ago, its overall shape has not changed.

8.
Oases, which are fertile areas in the desert, vary in size.

9.
Charlene wants a job this summer so that she can start saving money for college.

10.
Jupiter, which is the fifth planet from the sun, is the largest planet in the solar system.

C.
Identifying Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
Identify each of the following sentences as simple, compound, or complex. On the line before the sentence, write simp. for simple, comp. for compound, or cx. for complex.

ex. 
 cx.  
1.

While people have used many kinds of clocks, all clocks have been used to tell time.

_____
  1.
Before clocks were invented, people studied the motions of the stars at night and checked the shadows on their sundials during the day.
_____
  2.
Early Egyptians used water clocks, but in another early timepiece, the hourglass, sand was used.

_____
  3.
The water clock was a clay bowl or glass jar with a scale of markings on its side.

_____
  4.
As the water ran out, the water that was left in the jar marked the time.

_____
  5.
The hourglass had two glass bulbs that were joined at a small opening.

_____
  6.
The grains of sand flowed from the top bulb to the bottom bulb in about one hour.

_____
  7.
The first mechanical clocks in Western civilization, which were invented during the late 1200s, had no hands.

_____
  8.
Because the clock had no hands, it told the time with chiming bells.

_____
  9.
In the mid-1300s, Western inventors added an hour hand and a dial to the mechanical clock.

_____
10.
By the 1920s, many homes had electric clocks; digital clocks gained popularity in the 1970s.
D.
Writing Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
Below, write five sentences. Follow the guidelines below.

ex.
1.
a simple sentence with a compound verb


1.
Rosa sawed the boards and nailed them in place.

1.
a simple sentence

2.
a simple sentence with a compound subject and a compound verb

3.
a compound sentence with two independent clauses joined by the coordinating conjunction and
4.
a compound sentence with two independent clauses joined by the coordinating conjunction but
5.
a complex sentence
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