MODULE 7: SENTENCE STRUCTURE
COMPOUND SENTENCES
	7b
A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses and no subordinate clauses.
example
Chi Chen plays the trombone, and Mavis plays the saxophone. [Chi Chen plays the trombone and Mavis plays the saxophone are independent clauses.]

The independent clauses of a compound sentence are usually joined by a comma and a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, for, so, or yet).

example
My aunt lost her keys, but luckily I had an extra set.

The independent clauses of a compound sentence may be joined by a semicolon.

example
Rachel Carson was the author of Silent Spring; she also worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The independent clauses may also be joined by a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or a transitional expression, which is followed by a comma.

example
Gary Soto thought his first poems were awkward; therefore, he worked hard to improve his writing.


EXERCISE 3
Identifying Parts of Compound Sentences

Underline the subject once and the verb twice in each of the following independent clauses. Then circle each coordinating conjunction, semicolon, or conjunctive adverb.

ex.
1.
Scientists discovered prehistoric cave paintings, and they also found stone tools and animal bones in caves.

1.
Prehistoric people could not record history, for they had not invented writing.

2.
Early people in cold climates made clothing from animal skins, yet the people could not stay warm enough without fires.

3.
Ice sheets lowered sea levels; as a result, people traveled between regions on land bridges.
4.
A gradual warming trend melted the ice sheets, so the seas began to cover the land bridges.

5.
Hunters often built shelters at campsites, for their group would live for several weeks near a large source of food.

6.
A campsite would be divided into sections; the group used some areas for preparing food, and other areas were used for sleeping.

7.
Some campsites had garbage heaps, and these give scientists clues about tools, clothing, and food.

8.
Many tools were made from stone; others were made of bone and wood.

9.
Farming was not developed until around 10,000 b.c., so early people hunted animals and collected wild plants for food.

10.
The first farmers grew crops, yet they still hunted for food.

11.
Prehistoric hunters probably lived in groups of twenty-five to fifty persons, and each group consisted of several families.

12.
The families shared the work of the group, but not all of the group’s members hunted for food.

13.
A hunting group moved from place to place, yet it rarely met another group.

14.
Hunters developed new weapons and methods; therefore, larger animals could be captured and killed.

15.
Scientists have pieced together a story of early human development, but many questions are still unanswered.
	NOTE
A compound sentence is different from a simple sentence with a compound subject, or a compound verb, or both.
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simple sentence
Nicholas went to Rome in April and stayed at a small hotel near the Forum. [single subject and compound verb]
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compound sentence
Nicholas went to Rome in April, and he stayed at a small hotel near the Forum. [Both independent clauses have a single subject and a single verb.]
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simple sentence
Hisoka and Tamara bought some sandpaper and
v

refinished the top of the table. [compound subject and compound verb]
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compound sentence
Hisoka and Tamara bought some sandpaper; later they

v

refinished the top of the table. [The first independent clause has a compound subject and a single verb. The second independent clause has a single subject and a single verb.]




EXERCISE 5
Distinguishing Compound Sentences from Compound Subjects or Compound Verbs

Identify each of the following sentences as either simple or compound. Write simp. for simple or comp. for compound on the line before the sentence. Then underline each subject once and each verb twice.

ex. 
comp.  

1.
The mosque is a place of worship; the Muslim community goes there to recite prayers.

  simp.  
2.
A mosque may be a small tower or may include several buildings.

_____
  1.
Male Muslims pray at the mosque on Fridays, and these special Friday mosques are often large buildings.

_____
  2.
A courtyard and a prayer hall usually are important features of a Friday mosque.

_____
  3.
The prayer hall has no seats; it has carpets instead.

_____
  4.
The call to prayer at first was delivered from the roof of a house but now comes from a minaret, or tower.

_____
  5.
Every mosque has at least one minaret, and some have as many as six.

_____
  6.
Some Islamic countries have square minarets; others have spiral shapes.

_____
  7.
The builders of some mosques imitated Christian churches and often used columns from older buildings.

_____
  8.
Many mosques have rich decorations, but none have pictures of humans or animals.

_____
  9.
Flowers and geometrical designs are permitted and often ornament the walls.

_____
10.
Some mosques use a combination design; they combine domes with several slender minarets.
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